GENEVA

States under the title of the New British Federation,
South Africa may join them at any moment.

BEGONIA [flushing with indignation] Do you mean
that theyve broken up our dear Empire?

THE SECRETARY. They have said nothing about that.

BEGONIA. Oh, then thats quite all right. You know,
when I was at school I was chosen five times to recite on
Empire Day; and in my very first year, when I was the
smallest child there, I presented the bouquet to King
George's sister, who came to our prize giving. Say a
word against the Empire, and you have finished with
Begonia Brown.

THE SECRETARY. Then you went to school, did you?

BEGONIA.   Well, of course: what do you take me

for? I went to school for seven years and never missed a

single day. I got fourteen prizes for regular attendance.

THE SECRETARY.   Good God !

BEGONIA.   What did you say?-

THE SECRETARY. Nothing, I was about to tell you
what has happened in Quetzalcopolis, the chief sea-
port of the Earthly Paradise.

BEGONIA. I know. In Central America, isnt it?

THE SECRETARY. Yes. The mob there has attacked
the British Consulate, and torn down the British flag.

BEGONIA [rising in a fury] Insulted the British
flag!!!

THE SECRETARY. They have also burnt down three
convents and two churches.

BEGONIA. Thats nothing: theyre only Catholic
churches. But do you mean to say that they have dared
to touch the British flag?

THE SECRETARY.   They have.    Fortunately it was
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